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Free In Jesus!
“Free From Greed”
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  

Here is our basic verse for these next few months:

John 8:36 “If therefore the Son shall make you free, you shall be free indeed.”

In regard to greed we can give a “do not”: Do not covet.  We can also quickly give two positive approaches: Be content and be a generous giver.  Greed is at the root of a lot of problems in life and one involves money:
1Tim 6:10 “For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered away from the faith, and pierced themselves with many a pang.”

1Tim 3:3 not addicted to wine or pugnacious, but gentle, uncontentious, free from the love of money.

Coveting is certainly basic to greed and God knew that as He gave us some commands:

Exodus 20:17 “You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor's wife or his male servant or his female servant or his ox or his donkey or anything that belongs to your neighbor.”

Rom 13:9 For this, "You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet," and if there is any other commandment, it is summed up in this saying, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself."

We should also watch carefully for people trying to entice us into actions that we would not normally perform:
2Peter 2:3 “and in their greed they will exploit you with false words; their judgment from long ago is not idle, and their destruction is not asleep.”

The greed of other people can be used to trap us into investing in their schemes.  It is not important to them if we then are led into destruction as long as they prosper.  There are still many people in the world today who are like those described by Peter who were trained in greed:

2Peter 2:10 “and especially those who indulge the flesh in its corrupt desires and despise authority. Daring, self-willed, they do not tremble when they revile angelic majesties,

2Peter 2:14 having eyes full of adultery and that never cease from sin, enticing unstable souls, having a heart trained in greed, accursed children;”

The key to satisfaction is being content:

Heb 13:5 “Let your character be free from the love of money, being content with what you have; for He Himself has said, "I will never desert you, nor will I ever forsake you,"”

Luke 3:14 And some soldiers were questioning him, saying, "And what about us, what shall we do?" And he said to them, "Do not take money from anyone by force, or accuse anyone falsely, and be content with your wages."

Paul used his life as an example in his instructions to a church:

2Cor 12:10 Therefore I am well content with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, with persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ's sake; for when I am weak, then I am strong.

Phil 4:11 Not that I speak from want; for I have learned to be content in whatever circumstances I am.

Even though Paul was treated with much persecution in his missionary life for Christ, he stressed only his need for the basic necessities of life and his contentment with being provided those basics:

1Tim 6:8 And if we have food and covering, with these we shall be content.

Our character is of utmost importance and the great gift of being free from greed will build a character that will be praised by our Lord.  

Heb 13:5 Let your character be free from the love of money, being content with what you have; for He Himself has said, "I will never desert you, nor will I ever forsake you,"
Just knowing that Jesus will never desert or forsake us is ample consideration to lead us into the life-long process of building a character based upon the teachings of Jesus.  

I will leave this brief study with a quotation from Jesus and a question that should drive us to rid our lives of all greed:
Luke 12:15 “And He said to them, "Beware, and be on your guard against every form of greed; for not even when one has an abundance does his life consist of his possessions."”

Mark 8:37 "For what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?
